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Central Corridor Light Rail Transit Project

April, 1994

STATUS

PROJECT STATUS -- Region's first priority corridor for light rail transit; in the
federally sponsored Alternatives Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact Statement
process

ROUTE -- Eleven-mile route running from Union Depot (4th and Sibley) in downtown St.
Paul to the Convention Center (12th Street between 2nd and Marquette) in
downtown Minneapolis. Located in the median of 1-94 between Vestern and
Fairview, along Soo Line tracks to TH 280, and along the University of Minnesota
transitway

ACCESS --
Stations: 20 stations serving the following general areas: Downtown St. Paul,
State Capitol, Minnesota History Center, St. Paul TVI, Vestgate, University of
Minnesota, Metrodome, Downtown Minneapolis

Ridership: 33,700 per day in year 2010

Bus service modifications: LRT will replace existing bus service in the
corridor and will be integrated with improved bus service for the region

COSTS --
Capital costs: $474,000,000 including costs of $219,000,000 for facilities
beneficial to future system expansion

Operating costs: $68 milLion per year ~or bus and LRT,for the cQrridor

50% or more of the capl~al costs 'are aUClclpated to be provided by the
government if we take advantage of current laws and congressional

State funds (gas tax, motor vehicle excise tax, sales tax) would be
provide the remainder

Funding:
federal
support.
sought to

OPERATING PLAN
Number of vehicles: 23

Vehicle capacity: 75 seats, 90 standees, up to 3 vehicles per train

Fare: consistent with bus fares

Travel time: downtown to downtown 29 minutes; downtown Minneapolis to
University of Minnesota 8 minutes; downtown St. Paul to University of Minnesota
21. 5 minutes

Maximum speed: 55 miles per hour

Frequency: 7 minutes peak and midday; 15 minutes at night. 20 hours per day
operation, 365 days a year in all weather conditions

Power source: Electrical wires overhead

Opening date: Depending on funding, construction could begin in 1996, with
opening in 1999



Central Corridor Light Rail Transit Project

April, 1994

BENEFITS

JOBS The American Public Transit Association estimates that each $10 million
capital investment in transit generates 770 jobs.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT -- Buffalo attributes $200 million in development commitments to
LRT folloving its first year of construction.

Lease values in San Diego dovntovn increased $10 per square foot after LRT.

Portland has had 69 development projects vorth $1 billion immediately
adjacent to LRT since 1987.

Commercial land values commonly increase 100-300 percent around rail
stations, according to the Rice Center Research Institute.

The Metropolitan Council indicates it is reasonable to assume that 10
percent of the region's projected grovth over 20 years could be channeled around
LRT stations in the 35Y and Central Corridors. That means 30,000 additional
jobs and 23,000 nev households. Lease rates of commercial buildings near rail
station areas can be expected to increase up to 25 percent folloving
construction of LRT.

TRANSIT USE -- St. Louis' LRT system opened in July, 1993. Patronage estimates have
been exceeded by one third, and overall bus, rail, and para-transit use has
increased 23% over a year ago.

Although metropolitan LRT patronage forecasts are conservative, and cannot take
into account the preference of patrons for LRT, attitudinal research shovs that
LRT is more attractive to prospective users than buses.

An investment in LRT is an investment in better bus service for the region.
Additional bus service viII complement LRT, getting people to jobs.

Development in dovntovns is concentrated, making it convenient and effective to
serve by transit, unlike suburban development. The concentration of employment
viII continue in dovntovns, even though the number of jobs in the suburbs is
groving. The Central Corridor connects both dovntovns and the University of
Minnesota, the three major transit generators in the region.

INFRASTRUCTURE -- LRT vill rebuild 1-94 for three miles vith nev landscaping and
vill rebuild Cedar and Fourth Streets in dovntovn St. Paul curb to curb vith
attractively landscaped streetscapes. Dovntovn Minneapolis and the University
of Minnesota viII also benefit from LRT's introduction there.

REGIONAL AND CENTER CITY HEALTH -- The ll-mile long Central LRT Corridor focuses
reinvestment vhere it is needed. The strength of the region as a vhole depends
on the vitality of its parts. The Central Corridor contains nearly 150,000
residents, 1/4 of the center cities' population. Thirty percent of its
households are vithout access to autos. Forty-five percent live in lov-income
(22%) or poverty level households (23%).

CONGESTION The number of trips on regional transportation systems is increasing at
4% per year. Auto occupancy rates have fallen to 1.12. The number of miles of
r:on-zested freeways has--t-rip-lerr-tn-L:n-e-Tast decacre:-1'ransn---use--over-.the last 10
yt::drs has fallen, despite efforts to encourage bus and car-pooling use. The­
Texas Transportation Institute estimates that congestion costs the Tvin Cities
region $360 million per year.




